BAGONG KULTURANG PINOY
1998 – 2019

Helping Filipino children read their way out of poverty

Meet BKP’s Executive Directors
Judi Friedman Babcock
Co-Executive Director
Judi is a founding member
of BKP. She grew up on
Long Island, New York. She
obtained a bachelors
degree in psychology from
Cornell University in 1974
and a masters of social
work from the University of
Wisconsin-Madison in
1976. For 40 years she was
employed as a social
worker, where she worked
primarily with children. She moved to the Boston area in
1980 with her husband, Bob and they have one son, Jim. In
addition to co-leading BKP, she is an active member of the
Bedford Arts and Crafts society, Hadassah, the Bedford
Rotary Club, the Bedford Neighborhood brigade and
volunteers with Kids Club, the after school program in
Bedford. She plays bridge and chess, belongs to two book
groups and a gourmet group and paints with acrylic . Her
paintings can be viewed at:
https://www.judibabcockpaintings.com/paintings.html .

Alice Quilicot
Executive Director
BKP Philippines
Alice obtained her
bachelor’s degree in
Communication
Research and her
masters degree in
Family Life and Child
Development from
the University of the
Philippines – Diliman.
Alice worked for many years as Director for Scholarships
at Adamson University until 2013 when she retired to
focus on family and raising her youngest child. She
dabbled in the restaurant business until 2018.
Currently, she is actively involved in farm development
with the Paraiso Village Farm Team headed by Gawad
Kalinga founder Tony Meloto, working on initiatives for
sustainable prosperity for communities.

Asteria “Ting” Dauphinais
Co-Executive Director
Ting grew up in Bacolod City,
Negros Occidental, where
most of her family still
resides. She has a bachelor’s
degree from the University of
the Philippines - Diliman, an
MBA from Southern New
Hampshire University, and is
currently pursuing an MS
degree at Bentley University.
Ting lives in Chester, New Hampshire with her husband John
and their plott hound, Jack. They have two adult children,
Elena and Ian. Employed at Fidelity Investments for over 20
years, Ting also co-leads Fidelity’s New Hampshire chapter
of the Asian Employee Resource Group and is actively
involved in the company’s Diversity & Inclusion initiatives.
She is on the program and publicity committee of the
Sandown NH Garden Club and is an active volunteer for
Iskwelahang Pilipino ‘s A.L.A.M. culinary-cultural education
series.

Meah Ang See
Lead Trainer
BKP Philippines
A professor in the College of
Education at De La Salle
University, Meah is also
Managing Director of KAISA
Heritage Foundation that runs
Bahay Tsinoy, a museum that
showcases the life of the
Chinese in the Philippines.
She just finished a three-year term as president of the
Chinese-Filipino organization, Kaisa Para sa Kaunlaran.
Meah earned her degree in Communications at Ateneo
de Manila University and her masters at Lesley
University in Cambridge, Massachusetts. She has been
volunteering for BKP since 2004.

BKP is an acronym for Bagong Kulturang Pinoy, a Tagalog phrase which translates as “new Filipino culture.” We are a
nonprofit organization, driven by the efforts of volunteers, whose mission is to develop a reading culture and
promote literacy among children in poverty-stricken areas of the Philippines. Our goal is to help these children
acquire strong reading skills and a proficiency in the English language, with the belief that these will lead them to a
better education that in turn will open the doors to better opportunities.

BKP sends books
And this is how they travel

COLLECT

We collect books from:
• Libraries’ excess inventory
• Local schools
• Book drives
• Leftovers from book/rummage sales
• Collection boxes
• Recycling events
• Family and friends

SORT & PACK

BKP holds book packing sessions about once a month. The
volunteers:
•
•
•
•

Check that books are appropriate and in good condition
Sort the books by reading level
Stamp or label the books
And finally pack them in balikbayan boxes labeled for the
appropriate school and location

SHIP

• Boxes are picked up by our shippers from our book packing
venue.
• They are loaded in shipping containers and travel over 8,000
miles to the Philippines.
• Then they travel some more by land and sea to finally be
delivered to the schools!

RECEIVE
• Balikbayan boxes are delivered directly to addressee’s door by
local shipping companies contracted by our shipper
• Addressee must be the person receiving the box
• Pictures of box must be taken before opening and after opening
• Acknowledgment of receipt must be made by sending forms back
to our Library Operations Director

PUPILS USE THE BOOKS IN READING PROGRAMS

We train teachers
BKP has an active network of volunteers based in Manila who run training workshops for teachers on effective
methods of teaching reading and developing engaged readers. Over the past 12 months, BKP trainers have been on
the ground conducting their training all over the Philippines. These are some of the places and people they reached.
November 2018: Valenzuela City, Bulacan. Conducted 13
classes on FSER for teachers of 6 pilot daycare centers, in
partnership with the city government of Valenzuela.

December 2018: Pasiquin, Ilocos Norte. FSER and TWR for 76
teachers, in partnership with PCV Nick, DepEd of Pasiquin, and Ilocos
Norte Agricultural College. Alice Quilicot, Meah See, Jerry Tudtud
March 2019: Sorsogon. Reading workshop by Meah Ang See &
Alice Quilicot, 40+ teachers at Panlayaan Tech Voc School, in
partnership with PCV Tess Gonzales and Prin. Domingo Bobier, Jr.

June 2019: Pototan, Iloilo, in partnership with Open Heart
Foundation, 200 teachers. Meah Ang See, Jerry Tudtud, Open Heart
representatives, and PCV Amanda Fleming.

June 2019: Sto. Nino Quipayo, Calabanga, Camarines Sur, FSER, 70
children, parents, and barangay officials. Cris Talinga and Alice Q.

Our Peace Corps Partnership
By Judi Friedman Babcock

In the twenty-one years of BKP’s existence, the Peace
Corps has always played a role in supporting our literary
mission. Peace Corps volunteers (PCVs) help conduct
workshops for teachers, support reading programs in
schools, request books, essentially working with our
grassroots team in the areas where help is most needed.
BKP’s relationship with the Peace Corps was formalized
with a grant in 2013. At that time, our volunteers
conducted teacher workshops in eight geographical areas
and BKP shipped approximately 10,000 books. Our close
relationship has continued over the years. BKP volunteers
in the Philippines continue to give workshops for new

PCVs assigned to work in schools, and those volunteers
generally request books from BKP for their projects. So
far in 2019 we have sent books to support educational
projects initiated by nine Peace Corps volunteers located
in:
• San Juan and Lazi, Siquijor
• Talisay City and Murcia, Negros Occidental
• Pototan, Iloilo
• Ivisan, Capiz
• San Isidro, Leyte
• Corcuera, Romblon
• San Fernando and Buhi, Camarines Sur

“…a million thanks to Bagong Kulturang Pinoy Inc. for these wonderful books. It is really a big help for our
learners to develop and practice their reading and comprehension skills and eventually become independent
readers. Indeed, your generosity will bring a brighter impact to our learners.”
-Ronald Braca, Teacher, Punta Salong Elementary School, Manapla, Negros Occ.

How to Sponsor a Mini Library
BKP, Inc. is a nonprofit organization run by volunteers,
funded entirely by monetary contributions. We raise funds
to ship donated books, but not to construct, repair, or
remodel buildings or pay staff. If you have considered
sponsoring a library in your home town, BKP will help you.

BKP requires space
Space must be provided for the mini-library within an
existing building and volunteers identified to manage the
library. At present, we have mini-libraries in schools,
churches, spare rooms in local municipal buildings,
community centers, daycare centers, or a corner in each
classroom.

BKP requires a reading program:
If the library does not have a current reading program, we
recommend the Reading Buddies Program (RBP). RBP can
also be incorporated into your existing reading program. It
is a vital piece that will encourage children into the library
to borrow and read books in the classroom or at home, to
help them enjoy reading and become proficient in English.
Reading programs can start with the English teachers in the
school and ultimately include all the teachers.
BKP runs training workshops in the Philippines on Reading
Buddies, First Steps to Engaged Reading (FSER), and/or
Thinking While Reading (TWR), if requested and arranged
by the US volunteer sponsor and the principal of the school
or the librarian or library staff of community libraries.

BKP requires a U.S. Sponsor
A volunteer must be identified to sponsor the mini-library:
 A BKP volunteer is usually someone living here in the
US who wants to set up the mini-library in his or her
hometown.
 If a library requester from the Philippines has no US
contact, BKP will try to identify someone among the
existing US volunteers to act as a sponsor.
 The contact or sponsor must have volunteered for at
least 25 hours collecting and processing books, helping
with fund raising, attending BKP activities, and has
attended the Reading Buddies workshop and continues
to volunteer.

“We would like to express our sincerest appreciation
and thanks to the additional books you sent to our
school. It would be a great help to our pupils.”
-Manilyn E. Fedillaga, School Principal, Panlayaan
Elementary School, Sorsogon

BKP requires documents
BKP requires these documents to be dated and submitted
at the same time. These documents may be obtained
through our web site www.bkpinc.org or by contacting
one of our U.S. volunteers.
 A formal letter of request for assistance to set up the
mini-library from the school principal or contact
group/person in the town where the library is to be
located.
 A demographic profile of the town (population,
source of incomes, income level, average educational
attainment of population, number of schools,
students-teacher ratio etc.). Along with this, if the
library will be in a school, include a profile of the
school (number of students and teachers per grade or
year level, class size, average number of graduates,
student-teacher ratio, number of classrooms), and a
copy of the latest national test scores of the students,
if available.
 A signed letter of support for the mini-library and its
chosen reading program, i.e. RBP, FSER, and/or TWR,
from the appropriate person:
• The principal of the applying school
• The librarian or library staff of applying
community library
• A person who can provide the room for the
library
 A written plan for managing the reading program
The plan must include who will serve as the library
clerk and which teachers (for example, all English
teachers first) will implement the reading program.
 A signed Memorandum of Agreement

BKP will ship the books once all
requirements are met.
To continue receiving books
The mini-library must submit a report twice a year, in
October and March:
 For libraries on RBP, TWR, FSER: Include the reading
log summary, pictures of children as reading buddies,
pictures of books received, and pictures of the word
wall.
 For libraries with their own existing reading
program: Include a report describing the program,
pictures of readers, and a copy of evaluations used.
Note: Shipment of additional books will depend on the
reports received, a written request for more books from the
principal or the community librarian/staff, the availability
of books, and BKP shipping funds.

The Reading Buddies Program
A simple but effective reading approach
BKP works with numerous volunteers from Manila who are
available to provide workshops for teachers all over the
Philippines on effective methods to teach reading.
One of the most effective reading programs we promote is the
Reading Buddies Program (RBP). RBP is a student-driven
program that encourages children to be collaborative,
confident, and skilled learners. Children develop a reading
culture by reading regularly. RBP empowers the students by
following four steps that can be used in the classroom in any
subject.

Step One: Picture Walk - Predicting
In Picture Walk, students examine all book pages with pictures
and talk about what they see in each picture. Picture Walk
introduces students to predicting skills and student-directed
learning through images.
Picture Walk develops oral language skills (English and
Tagalog) when student pairs talk about what they see to make
sense of the story. A participative and collaborative approach,
Picture Walk improves literacy skills with minimal teacher
supervision.

Step Two: Read Out Loud - Decoding
In Read Out Loud, partners are required to read the story out
loud to capitalize on their auditory and visual strengths. This
step allows them to practice listening to the spoken word and
use pictures to understand the story being heard. Read Out
Loud teaches students to make connections between printed
word and spoken word.

Step Three: Word Wall – Comprehending
In Word Wall, students examine challenging English words for
their vocabulary development. Each student pair will identify
several words they are unfamiliar with, look up the words in
the dictionary or ask the teacher for their meaning.

Reading Buddy time at San Isidro National High School
(San Isidro, Northern Samar).

Seeing the new learned words on the designated Word
Wall benefits all the students in the classroom, encourages
retention, and reinforces those words when the students
see them everyday and are used in the classroom learning.

Step Four: Reading Log – Tracking
In Reading Log, students document personal measurable
goals with standard metrics in learning to read and track
progress on assigned English reading books.

Fast Facts

100-130
Balikbayan boxes filled with books shipped every year

“Thanks for sharing books to our school, Buenavista
Elementary School, through Peace Corp Volunteer
Tess Gonzales. These books will help us promote
reading, loving reading, and making it as a form of
sharing among students. We look forward to a strong
partnership for the goodness of our learners.”

-Rowan L. Celestra, Principal, Buenavista
Elementary School, Sorsogon, Philippines

400+
Children’s books can fit in a big balikbayan box

8,200
Average miles a box of books travels to its final destination

We Thank Our Sponsors
★ Flying Turtle Healing Arts, a clinic dedicated to the healing arts of acupuncture,
Chinese herbal medicine, reiki, and trigger point dry needling located in Davis Square,
Somerville.
★ Chef Jervin Erasquin of Jnj Turo Turo. Serving up delicious Filipino comfort food in
Quincy, MA
★ J-Mart Asian/Filipino Food Store for grocery items, balikbayan box services in
Peabody, MA.
★ Kam Man Foods, located in Quincy, a wide selection of every kind of Asian food you
can imagine!
★ Ma Maison, a lovely French restaurant on Beacon Hill.
★ National Federation of Filipino American Associations (NaFFAA) Massachusetts
Dance Troupe
★ Panera Bread
★ Pinoy Designs for Philippine handicrafts
★ Pinoy Republic for Asian/Filipino grocery items, balikbayan box services, TFC IPTV
subscription, Globe prepaid phone cards, lechon orders in Worcester, MA.
★ SavMor Spirits, a family owned and operated business offering over 600 types of craft
beer, wines, spirits from nearly every country. SavMor Spirits has four stores in
Cambridge, Somerville and Medford, & Locke Liquors in Malden, Massachusetts.

And special thanks to…
Our book donors, the libraries, schools, individuals, and organizations that have
provided us the sources for the books we ship
All the volunteers who have supported us in book packing, fund raising, marketing,
and many other activities
Our monetary donors, whose financial contributions have kept us serving our
beloved Filipino children for 21 years
BKP Philippines trainers, our foot soldiers, whose services are so vital to our mission

THANK YOU PO!

Salamat gid

Dakal Salamat

Dios ti agngina
Daghang Salamat

Agyamanak
MUCHAS GRACIAS

SALAMAT NA MARHAY

BKP Board Members

Judi Babcock
Asteria Dauphinais
Julie Heslin
Liz Freeman
Linda Ott
Lea Sison
Rowena Sy-Santos
John Snow
Ning Zuelke

Co-Executive Director
Co-Executive Director
Treasurer
Director of Book Packing
Secretary
Director of Library Operations
Director of Outreach
Board Member at Large
Director of Fundraising

